
On the road to 2021 

THE YOUTH FORUM 
 
 

Rationale 
 
The Youth Forum was one of the activities offered by the Episcopal Commission on 
Youth (ECY) during the CBCP-Year of the Youth on the occasion of its 25th Anniversary 
in 2011.  It provided a venue for the young people to share their experiences and listen 
to inspiring stories in the light of issues affecting them in their journey of faith. 
 
This activity served as a platform to bring across the teachings of our Catholic faith to 
young people in the midst of current realities in our country where our religious and 
cultural beliefs are being distorted by relativist ideas. 
 
As the Church in the Philippines proceeds with her nine-year journey towards the 5th 
Centenary of the coming of Christianity in our country in 2021, the ECY journeys with 
her and continues to participate in the her mission of evangelization, fully convinced 
that evangelization of our youth is urgent and crucial, indeed a priority pastoral task (cf. 
CBCP Pastoral Exhortation on the Era of New Evangelization).  This is concretely expressed 
as the ECY offers again the Youth Forum to its youth ministry network as an activity for 
young people, to help prepare them for this momentous occasion for the Church in our 
country by 2021. 
 
 

Objectives 
 
In general, the Youth Forum aims to serve as a venue for new evangelization, where the 
young people are led to: 
 Encounter Christ through the Eucharist and prayer 
 Experience reawakening of their faith through inspiring testimonies and sharing with 

their fellow youth 
 Commit themselves to genuinely live their Catholic faith in their present realities 
 
 

Participants 
 
Our Church invites us to renew our attention and zeal toward the reawakening, fuller 
formation and animation of young people and youth groups, in both urban and rural settings (cf. 
CBCP Pastoral Exhortation on the Era of New Evangelization).  As such, the Youth Forum 
aims to reach as many young people as possible—not only in diocesan levels and in 
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wide scope of organizations, but up to the level of the parishes, schools, barangays and 
basic ecclesial communities (BECs).  With the help and commitment of youth ministers 
in all settings, especially the grassroots, the Youth Forum hopes to bring our youth 
towards greater awareness and owning of their Catholic faith, as we all take part in this 
journey towards 2021. 
 
 

Program Guide 
 
The Youth Forum shall have three (3) segments that will help develop the theme: 
 
1st Segment: Faith Witnessing 
 
Invited guests who have adept knowledge and experience on the theme of the Youth 
Forum give their own witnessing of faith to the theme.  Their aim is to inspire the 
participants not only from what they know, but from their personal encounter with God 
that has transformed their lives. 
 
2nd Segment: Sharing of Personal Experiences 
 
After listening to the guest-sharers, the participants will in turn recall their own faith 
experiences in the light of the theme being deepened.  Guide questions are provided for 
their personal reflection, which they will share and discuss in small groups.  There are 
facilitators who will help draw out their insights and realizations from the witnessing 
and their own experience, and synthesize them. 
 
3rd Segment: Call to Action 
 
Having been inspired by the witnesses of faith and gained realizations from their own 
faith experiences, the participants are challenged to do a simple yet specific action, 
individually and as a group, according to the theme given focus.  They express their 
commitment to live the Catholic faith through the concrete action that they have 
identified. 
 
 

Time Element 
 
The program will run for a minimum of three (3) hours; it may be expanded into a half-
day event. 
 
Doing this for one whole morning will look like this (can be adjusted to one whole 
afternoon, or from a midmorning to a midafternoon affair, or even to a full evening): 



Page 3 of 12 

 
SCHEDULE ACTIVITIES 

07:00 AM Welcome, Registration 
 

07:45 Animation 
A song or game, related to the theme, which can already set the mood for the 
assembly 
 

 

08:00 Opening Activities 
Prayer, Philippine National Anthem, Welcome Remarks, Acknowledgment of 
Participants 
 

08:20 Orientation on the Forum Objectives and Program Flow 
 

 
 
Segment 1: Faith Witnessing 
 
08:30 Segment Introduction 

Via an AVP or short skit 
 

08:35 Introduction of Guests 
 

08:40 Witnessing 
Guests have 10-15 minutes each.  Participants write down their questions as 
the guest/s give the witnessing of faith. 
 
The time leading to the next part of the program is adjusted, depending on the 
number of invited guests for the forum. 
 

09:10 Question and Answer Portion 
Participants submit their questions to the emcees, who then sift through and 
select the questions (probably 3-5) to be given to the guests. 
 

09:30 Intermission Number 
A presentation or performance related to the theme 
 

 

 
Segment 2 – Sharing of Personal Experiences 
 

09:40 Small Group Sharing 
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SCHEDULE ACTIVITIES 
Guide questions are provided to help the participants process what they have 
heard from the guests, and relate these to their personal experiences. 
 
The participants form small groups (3-4 persons) for the sharing. 
 

10:00 Sharing in Plenary 
The emcees request for some volunteers to share the fruits of their sharing.  
 

10:20 Synthesis from the Guests 
The guests acknowledge and affirm the sharing of the participants.  They also 
help the participants become more enlightened on the theme by giving insights 
that are grounded in God’s Word and the Church’s teachings. 
 

 
 
Segment 3: Call to Action 
 
10:40 Summary 

Emcees provide a summary of points given emphasis in the forum.  Then, as a 
way of bringing to life the learnings from the forum, the participants are invited 
to think of a personal and group commitment which they will do in order to live 
their Catholic faith more fully. 
 

11:15 Eucharistic Celebration 
The Youth Forum culminates with the celebration of the Holy Eucharist: 
thanking the Lord for the heartfelt sharing of faith, as well as the enriching 
encounter that helped renew the faith of the young people. 
 
It is encouraged that the young people are able to express the commitments they 
have made during the Holy Eucharist through a gesture of offering these to God 
and asking His guidance for them to fulfill these. 
 

 

12:15 Farewell, Aftercare 
 

 
 
 

Annual Themes 
 
The Youth Forum, as a venue for evangelization for young people, will take the annual 
pastoral themes of our Church in its period of preparation towards 2021.  Needless to 
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say, this program is to be implemented annually within the youth ministry settings to 
gather young people from all walks of life and reflect on their journey of faith, guided 
by the following proposed annual themes, objectives and contents: 
 
2016 Pastoral Priority THE EUCHARIST AND THE FAMILY 

 

 Theme YOUR FAITH SOUNDS FAMILY-AR 
 

Objectives The Youth Forum 2016 aims to guide the young people to: 
 Understand and appreciate the Sacrament of the 

Eucharist as an experience of God’s love and mercy to us, 
His beloved children, 

 Share with one another their experiences of faith in their 
own families, and 

 Commit themselves to become evangelizers of God’s 
mercy to their own families, strengthened by the grace of 
the Sacrament of Eucharist. 

 

Faith Witnessing 
 

The invited guest/s, preferably a family, shares on the 
following points: 
 Their family culture 
 Joys and struggles in the family 
 How they experience God’s love and mercy 
 How their devotion to the Eucharist strengthens their 

relationship as a family 
 

Sharing of  
Personal 
Experiences 

 Do you attend the Holy Mass with your family?  Why, or 
why not? 

 How would you describe your relationship with your 
family? 

 In what way do you experience God’s love and mercy in 
your family? 

 How can you make yourself an instrument of making 
your family relationship more rooted in God? 

 

Call to Action Participants are invited to come up with a “Family Project” 
that they will do as soon as they go back to their own 
families: concrete actions where they can bring their family 
closer to God, e.g. praying before meals, encourage eating 
together during meals, attending the Holy Mass as a 
family, set a family prayer time, etc. 
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2017 Pastoral Priority THE PARISH AS A COMMUNION OF COMMUNITIES 
 

 Proposed Theme KAPAMILYA, KAPAROKYA, KAPANALIG 
 

Objectives This Youth Forum centered on the Pastoral Theme for 2017 
aims to:  
 Orient the youth about the Church as a faith community, 
 Provide an experience of fellowship among the 

participants, and 
 Encourage them towards more committed participation 

in the Church. 
 

Faith Witnessing 
 

Invited guests are people who are actively involved in the 
Church in various ways, for example: 
 Youth from the parish, BEC or chapel who will share 

his/her experience of communion in the Church 
 Youth from a covenanted community who will share 

his/her experience of fellowship in the parish 
 The Parish Priest/ Director/ Chaplain who will share his 

experience of building the faith of the church community 
 

Sharing of  
Personal 
Experiences 

 Do you feel that you belong to the Church?  Why, or why 
not? 

 What are your experiences of fellowship and 
communion? 

 In what way are you challenged to express your 
communion in the Church as a young Catholic? 

 

Call to Action Those who are already serving the parish are challenged to 
invite at least one young person to join the Christian 
community (through a BEC, or an organization, or a 
movement, or a ministry, etc.) and commit themselves to 
accompany him/her in his/her faith journey. 
 
Also, those who are not yet serving in the Church are 
encouraged to commit themselves to serve by participating 
in one’s BEC and/or joining youth groups of the youth 
ministry. 
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2018 Pastoral Priority CLERGY AND RELIGIOUS 
 

 Proposed Theme FATHER, SISTER, CHAT TAYO 
 

Objectives The Youth Forum for 2018 hopes to lead the participants 
to: 
 Deepen their understanding of their role as partners with 

clergy and religious in the mission of evangelization, 
 Build up their relationship with the clergy and religious, 

and 
 Commit themselves to work together with them towards 

bringing their fellow youth closer to God and His 
Church. 

 

Faith Witnessing 
 

A clergy and/or religious, preferably involved in the 
youth ministry, shares on the following: 
 The joys and struggles of being a priest/religious 
 His/Her reason for serving in the ministry assigned to, or 

chosen by, him/her 
 How he/she sees the young as partners in carrying on 

the mission of evangelization 
 
The dialogue is done in the context of prayer or liturgy.  
During the dialogue, the youth are encouraged to ask 
questions to the invited guests on matters related to youth 
ministry. 
 

Sharing of  
Personal 
Experiences 

Young people share their experience of encounter with a 
priest/religious: 
 Do you have a significant encounter with a 

priest/religious?  What happened on that encounter? 
 How do you want the priests and religious to treat/serve 

young people like you? 
 In what way do you feel you can help our priests and 

religious in serving and leading your fellow youth 
towards Christ? 

 

Call to Action A commitment is made by the clergy, religious and youth 
in the building up or strengthening their relationship for 
the mission of the Church. 
 
Also, in recognition of the efforts done by the clergy and 
religious in forming the faith of the young, the participants 
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make their gesture of gratitude to them, e.g. praying over 
the priests and religious present, writing them a short 
thank you message, hugging them, singing a song for 
them, etc. 
 

 

2019 Pastoral Priority YOUTH 
 

 Proposed Theme DO YOU HEAR THE CALL? 
 

Objectives  The theme of the Youth Forum for 2019 aims to guide the 
young people to: 
 Discern more deeply their vocation in the world and in 

the Church, 
 Gain inspiration from their fellow youth who followed 

the vocation where God called them, and 
 Commit themselves to listen to and obey God’s call to 

them. 
 

Faith Witnessing 
 

 Young people who have dared to follow their vocation as 
Christians are invited to share their experiences: 
 A young boy/ girl who decided to serve God by entering 

the priestly/ religious life 
 A young married couple who perseveres in building a 

God-centered family 
 A lay single man/ woman actively involved in an 

advocacy for social transformation (counter trafficking, 
empowering the poor, protecting the environment, 
engaging in anti-corruption drives, etc.) 

 

Sharing of  
Personal 
Experiences 

 How does the thought of listening to God’s call make you 
feel?  Why? 

 What do you think is your ultimate purpose in life? 
 What help from the Church will you need in order to 

fully respond to the vocation Christ is giving you? 
 

Call to Action The participants are invited to identify concrete steps that 
will help them to listen to and discern well the vocation 
God is leading them to, e.g. pray more often, seeking the 
help of a spiritual director/ directress, reflecting on God’s 
word more regularly, etc. 
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2020 Pastoral Priority ECUMENISM AND INTER-RELIGIOUS DIALOGUE 
 

 Proposed Theme LET’S VOLT IN / THE POWER OF ONE 
 

Objectives This Youth Forum centered on the Pastoral Theme for 2020 
hopes to lead the young people to: 
 Build a united community amidst the diversity of faiths, 
 Grow in respect for people of other faith denominations 

and traditions, and 
 Pray together for true peace and unity despite differences 

in beliefs. 
 

Faith Witnessing 
 

Representatives from around 3-5 Christian denominations 
and/or faith traditions, including a Catholic who is 
involved in ecumenical and/or inter-faith dialogue, are 
invited as guests in the forum. 
 
They share on the following: 
 A brief overview on the basic tenets of one’s religion 
 The things about one’s religion that people often 

misinterpret/misunderstood 
 Does he/she believe that building one human family 

despite differences in faith is possible?  How can this 
happen? 

 

Sharing of  
Personal 
Experiences 

 Do you have any experience of unity and communion 
with brothers and sisters of other faiths, e.g. having a 
friend/s from another religion, praying with them, etc.? 

 What idea/notions about other faith denominations and 
traditions were clarified for you? 

 In what way can you help build peace and unity with our 
brothers and sisters who have different beliefs from us? 

 

Call to Action Ecumenical/Interfaith Prayer: Each guest shall say a prayer 
for the whole community, while the participants raise their 
right hand towards the prayer leader. 
 
Participants are challenged to think of activities that will 
help build unity and peace with brothers and sisters of 
other denominations/ faith traditions, e.g. Walk for Peace, 
Prayer in the Way of Taizé, etc. 
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2021 Pastoral Priority MISSIO AD GENTES 
 

 Proposed Theme JESUS: LIKE, COMMIT AND SHARE! 
 

Objectives The Youth Forum for 2021 is geared for the participants to: 
 Discern and become more aware of their own missionary 

call, 
 Share with one another their own simple missionary 

experiences, and 
 Respond to the invitation of becoming animating and 

life-giving missionaries wherever they may be. 
 

Faith Witnessing 
 

 A young missionary is invited to share his/her experiences 
in the Youth Forum, guided by the following points: 
 Provide a basic understanding of the mission of the 

Church, i.e. evangelization 
 Share his/her experiences as a missionary: joys of being 

in the mission, struggles, sacrifices, God as his/her 
source of strength, etc. 

 Current situations of young people where they are called 
to be missionaries 

 
Where deemed possible, an elderly or retired missionary 
may also be invited, to share on the same points. 
 

Sharing of 
Personal 
Experiences 

 When was the last time you shared about your faith to a 
fellow youth?  How was that experience? 

 What do you feel is/are the difficulty/ies that you may 
encounter in responding to the call of evangelization?  
How are you challenged to overcome this/these 
difficulty/ies? 

 What are your God-given gifts that you can use to share 
in the Church’s mission of evangelization? 

 

Call to Action  The participants are invited to identify a reality/ situation 
in life where God is inviting them to proclaim the Gospel, 
and think of simple yet creative ways to do this. 

  
 They are also invited to show support to the Pontifical 

Mission Societies of the Philippines as they pray for the 
missionaries and give their material aid for the missions. 
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Organizing Team 
 
The Organizing Team takes charge of the preparation, implementation and evaluation 
of the Youth Forum.  It ensures that the program will be run as an occasion for 
continuing faith formation of the young people. 
 
In general, the youth ministry offices of the dioceses and members of the FNYO are 
entrusted as Organizing Teams of the Youth Forum in their respective jurisdictions, 
taking care that the forum is held in as many settings as possible, even to the BECs. 
 
A group of youth ministers and other competent persons will take charge of making the 
necessary preparations for the activity, which covers (but are not limited to) the 
following areas: 
1. Program 
2. Liturgy 
3. Animation 
4. Main Emcees/ Hosts/ Facilitators 
5. Selection of Guests  
6. Invitation to Guests and Participants 
7. Venue  
8. Logistics 
9. Other tasks necessary for the Program: Physical Arrangement, Ushers, etc. 
 
The Organizing Teams are highly encouraged to hold this forum not only at least once a 
year, but also to let this trickle down to the vicariates, parishes, and other settings (e.g. 
schools, barangays, etc.), to be able to reach more young people, especially in crowd 
and congregation youth, and get them more involved in the journey of faith. 
 
 

Monitoring and Documentation 
 
The action plans which these Youth Forums will produce shall be monitored by the 
Organizing Teams even after each implementation.  The Organizing Teams also find 
ways to remind the participants of the action plans they committed to, and to motivate 
them to fulfill their commitment. 
 
The youth ministry offices of each diocese and FNYO-member organization are 
encouraged to submit a report of each implemented Youth Forum using the report form 
provided by the ECY, along with pictures and/or videos of the event.  The reports will 
be used by the ECY in keeping a close monitoring of the implementation of the Youth 
Forum in the local settings.  Furthermore, these reports will also be posted on the ECY 
website, as documentation and as a way of enriching other youth ministries. 
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For more details, please contact 
 
The Youth Forum Team – National Level 
c/o ECY Secretariat 
 
secretariat@cbcp-ecy.ph 
+639178536792 
 
Episcopal Commission on Youth 
CBCP Building 
470 Gen. Luna St. 
1002 Intramuros, Manila 
 


