
The Year 2015 in Taizé 
100th Anniversary of the Birth of Br. Roger 
75th Year of the Taizé Community  

 

 

 

 
Image from http://www.taize.fr/en_article10360.html#pagination_images 

 

An exhortation to the youth ministry network 
of the CBCP-Episcopal Commission on Youth 

An open invitation to local churches and communities in the Philippines 
 

 

Who is Br. Roger 1915 May 12 (Switzerland) – 2005 August 16 (France) 
 

Founder of the Taizé Community, an ecumenical monastic community in France.  Roger Schütz, 

popularly known as Brother Roger, was the youngest of nine children who, in 1940, at the start 

of World War II, felt called to serve those suffering from the conflict, as his maternal 

grandmother had done during World War I.  Riding a bicycle from Geneva to Taizé, he along 

with his sister Genevieve received refugees, both Christian and Jewish.  After a halt due to the 

war, in 1944 he returned to the Hill of Taizé to found the Community, initially a small monastic 

community of men living together in simplicity and obedience, open to all Christians. 
 

Br. Roger always kept a low profile, refusing any “cult” to grow up around himself or the 

Community.  Writing many books on prayer and Christian spirituality—some with Mother 

Teresa of Calcutta—he invited young people to trust in God and committed to their local church 

and to humanity.  He devoted his entire life to reconciliation, especially among peoples of the 

different Christian traditions. 
 

This man of peace was stabbed to death at evening prayer in Taizé on 2005 August 16 by a 

mentally ill woman.  At his funeral, Cardinal Walter Kasper of the Pontifical Council for 

Promoting Christian Unity uttered, “Yes, the springtime of ecumenism has flowered on the hill of 

Taizé.”  Pope Benedict XVI, on 2006 August 16, a year after Br. Roger’s death, said “His 

witness of Christian faith and of ecumenical dialogue has been a precious lesson for entire 

generations of young adults. Let us ask the Lord that the sacrifice of his life may contribute to 

consolidate the commitment to peace and solidarity of those who have at heart the future of 

humanity.” 



What is the Taizé Community 
 

In August 1940, at the beginning of the Second World War, Brother Roger arrived in the village 

of Taizé.  He had just turned 25, and was laying the foundations of a community which he hoped 

would be a parable of communion, a ferment of reconciliation in the human family.  Today, the 

Taizé Community is made up of about 100 brothers, Catholics and from different Protestant 

backgrounds, from close to thirty countries. 
 

Since the late 1950s, thousands upon thousands of youth and young adults from many countries 

have found their way to Taizé to take part in weekly meetings of prayer and reflection.  In 

addition, Brothers of the Community make visits and lead meetings, large and small, in different 

parts of the world, as their way of contributing to the “pilgrimage of trust on earth”. 

 

The Church in the Philippines and the Taizé Community 
 

In their commitment to build trust and reconciliation among peoples, the Taizé Community has 

frequently visited different countries, prayed and reflected with communities, and engaged in 

initiatives which foster communion in the human family, including the Philippines.  In our 

country, one of their main links is with the Episcopal Commission on Youth of the Catholic 

Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines, through which invitations for youth leaders of dioceses 

and youth movements to share in the life of the Community for three months have been 

extended.  Through this collaboration, two of the steps in the “pilgrimage of trust on earth” have 

also been held in Manila, the first in 1991 and the second in 2010. 
 

With the regular visit of their Brothers to the Philippines and periodic welcome for young 

Filipinos to the Taizé Intercontinental Meetings, the Taizé Community continues to share with us 

Christ’s peace and communion, faithful to Br. Roger’s desire to “create a community with men 

who had decided to give their entire lives, and who would try to understand one another and to 

be reconciled, a community where heartfelt kindness and simplicity would be at the center of 

everything.” 
 

Thus, in the year 2015, as the Community celebrates its 75th Anniversary of foundation and 

invites everyone to remember its founder 100 years after his birth and a decade after his death, 

the Episcopal Commission on Youth enjoins all youth ministry offices, youth groups and their 

local churches and communities to participate in these initiatives and explore these proposals as 

our way of being in communion with the Community and continuing the “pilgrimage of trust on 

earth” which the Holy Spirit inspired in the Church through Br. Roger… 

 

On May 12, Tuesday (or a date near it) 

Prayer and Solidarity 
Around 12 May, young people are invited, wherever they live, to lead a prayer and to imagine an 

act of solidarity, to recall the memory of Brother Roger and to put into practice his call to follow 

Christ. 
 

Dioceses, parishes, communities, even families in their basic ecclesial communities are invited to 

hold a prayer in the way of Taizé on this day and to incorporate a simple act of solidarity.  The 

prayer gathering serves as our way of thanking the Lord not only for the gift of Brother Roger, 

but also of the Taizé Community: to our country, to our young people, and to the Church. 
 



The CBCP-Episcopal Commission on Youth, possibly in collaboration with a diocesan youth 

ministry office, will organize one within Metro Manila. 
 

If your community is taking this up, please inform the ECY Secretariat (see form) which, in turn, 

will relay it to the Taizé Community which is listing all these prayers around the world.  Ideas 

and updates can be found on this site: click here. 

 

Within the Year 2015 

Commitment to Solidarity 
Communities, especially those of young people, whether in parishes, schools and others, are 

encouraged to make concrete acts of solidarity, inspired by the life and example of Br. Roger and 

the Taizé Community.  This is very meaningful especially as the Church in the Philippines 

observes the Year of the Poor, and as the universal Church prepares for the Holy Year of Mercy 

as declared by Pope Francis. 
 

There are various ways that solidarity can be expressed with the people around us.  As Br. Alois, 

Prior of the Taizé Community, asks us: 

Why not go towards those who are different, another group, another parish, another 

movement, another denomination, a Christian community of migrants...? We can make visits, 

let others welcome us, invite them. We can turn together to Christ in a simple prayer, putting 

ourselves “under one roof” without waiting for everything to be fully harmonized, and in this 

way we can live in anticipation of full communion. (cf. Proposal 2014) 
 

It can be any concrete gesture which your group may commit to do not only during the day or the 

week of Br. Roger’s birthday but throughout the year.  This is our way of putting our faith and 

prayer into action amidst the realities surrounding us. 

 

 

Other Invitations, some in Taizé itself 
 

International Meetings 

The week-long meetings on the Hill will continue to be held, with workshops around the themes 

of New Solidarity.  The week of August 09-16 will be the highlight, with many Church 

representatives on the 16th, and young people to be welcomed in families of the villages around 

Taizé.  Updates will be given on this Facebook page. 

 

Reflection Week on the Relevance of a Religious Vocation (July 05-12) 

Colloquium on Br. Roger’s Contribution to Theological Thought (August 30-September 06) 

These two weeks will be quite specific, meant to be a period of reflection and theological 

thinking for people already in religious life and young theologians.  Dioceses and religious 

congregations who have members (seminarians, young professed, etc.) under formation or 

engaged in apostolate in Europe may want to encourage them to attend this. 
 

More information on the Reflection Week is available here, while for the Colloquium, here.  

 

Other Possibilities 

As well, more possibilities (e.g. volunteering, small provisional communities, etc.) are laid down 

in the website of the Taizé Community, and also on this pamphlet. 

http://www.taize.fr/en_article16930.html
https://www.facebook.com/taize.fr
http://www.taize.fr/en_article16808.html
http://www.taize.fr/en_article16810.html
http://www.taize.fr/en_article17420.html
http://www.taize.fr/IMG/pdf/2014_livret_en.pdf

