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What you are about to read 
is not like any magazine 

you have read before…
It is a special magazine 

that will take you to a 
JOURNEY –

a journey that is
heart-warming…  

inspiring… life-changing!  

This journey is no other 
than the World Youth Day!

The pages of this magazine 
allow you to dig into a 

treasure chest of memories 
of pilgrims of the ECY-

Philippines Delegation 
who have received the 

blessing of taking part in 
this international 

celebration of faith and 
mission last July 2013. 

This magazine will bring 
us back to how the WYD 

started – with Bl. John Paul 
II, the “Pope of the young”, 
who is the prime mover of 

the WYD; to Pope Emeritus 
Benedict XVI who 

continued to shepherd the 
young after the death of Bl. 

John Paul II; and to Pope 
Francis as the new 

successor of Peter, who 
celebrated his first WYD 

and called on the youth of 
the world gathered in Rio 

de Janeiro, Brazil, to “make 
a mess” in the Church!
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Selected WYD2013 
pilgrims of ECY-Philippines 
formed part of the 
WYD2013 Documentation 
Team. They shared about 
the journey: from the 
beginning of their 
preparations up until the 
WYD2013 experience itself, 
realizing the special 
message God is giving 
them through their unique 
experiences. This 
magazine then also 
becomes a testimony of 
faith from these youthful 
pilgrims.

We now share this 
remarkable journey with 
you, dear readers, hoping 
that in turn, you will also 
dare to walk with us, 
taking to heart the mission 
that we have all received 
from our Master and 
Friend through the WYD:

“GO AND MAKE 
DISCIPLES OF ALL 

NATIONS!”

Deus abençoes! 
[God bless!]
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lessed John Paul II
Pope of the Young 

B
Pope of the WYD

Birth: 18 May 1920 in Wadowice, Poland

Baptismal Name: Karol Józef Wojtyla

Beatification: 01 May 2011, by Pope Benedict XVI

Known for:  Conviction in the truth; immense sensitivity 
towards all people, especially the oppressed, the 
suffering, the sick, the weak, youth and children; 
devotion to the Blessed Mother; promotion of the mercy 
of God, solidarity among humanity, Christian 
evangelization, the call to holiness for all peoples; belief 
in the power of young people to build up society and 
live holy lives.  Bl. John Paul II was a profoundly humble 
and courageous man, full of life, and in love with Jesus 
Christ.  He had a great sense of humor, cultivated a deep 
prayer life, and endured long-suffering.  Founder of the 
World Youth Day and the World Meeting of Families.

Imitate the Saint: Cultivate love for the Eucharist and the 
Blessed Mother by spending time in adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament and praying the Rosary.  Be brave to 
stand up for the Christian values in your environment 
and defend the weak.  Be fearless in proclaiming the 
name of Jesus and his message of salvation for 
humanity.  Respond to his call to young people to be the 
light of the world and work towards building up a 
civilization of love and life.

Did you know? 
Poland was under Nazi regime during his youth.  When 
he discovered his vocation to become a priest, the young 
Karol Wojtyla began his studies at a secret seminary in 
Krakow, Poland, run by Archbishop Cardinal Adam 
Stefan Sapieha.  He was also one of the founders of the 
clandestine “Rhapsodic Theatre,” which aimed to 
promote Christian values and the message of the Gospel 
through the arts.
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The Journey of the 

WorldYouthDay

1986 - Rome, Italy
Always be prepared to make a defense to anyone who 
calls you to account for the hope that is in you. [1 Pt 3:15]

1987 - Buenos Aires, Argentina
We ourselves have known and put our faith in God’s love 
towards ourselves. [1 Jn 4:16]

1989 - Santiago de Compostela, Spain
I am the way, the truth, and the life. [Jn 14:6]

1991 - Czestochowa, Poland
You have received a spirit of sonship. [Rom 8:15]

1993 - Denver, USA
I came that they might have life, and have it to the full.
[Jn 10:10]

1995 - Manila, Philippines
As the Father sent me, so am I sending you. [Jn 20:21]

1997 - Paris, France
Teacher, where are you staying? Come and see.
[Jn 1:38-39]

2000 - Rome, Italy
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. [Jn 1:14]

2002 - Toronto, Canada
You are the salt of the earth; You are the light of the world.
[Mt 5:13-14]

2005 - Cologne, Germany
We have come to worship him. [Mt 2:2]

2008 - Sydney, Australia
You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you will be my witnesses. [Acts 1:8]

2011 - Madrid, Spain
Planted and built up in Jesus Christ, firm in the faith.
[Col 2:7]

2013 - Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
Go and make disciples of all nations. [Mt 28:19]
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A Glimpse of the 

WorldYouthDay

2013 in Madrid
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enedict  XV I

From the Homily of His Holiness

B in the WYD2011 Final Mass

Friendship with Jesus will also lead you to bear 
witness to the faith wherever you are, even when it 
meets with rejection or indifference.  We cannot 
encounter Christ and not want to make him 
known to others.  So do not keep Christ to 
yourselves!  Share with others the joy of your 
faith.  The world needs the witness of your faith, it 
surely needs God.  I think that the presence here 
of so many young people, coming from all over 
the world, is a wonderful proof of the fruitfulness 
of Christ’s command to the Church: “Go into all 
the world and proclaim the Gospel to the whole 
creation” [Mk 16:15].

To read the complete homily, click on this link: 
WYD2011 Final Mass
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http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/homilies/2011/documents/hf_ben-xvi_hom_20110821_xxvi-gmg-madrid_en.html
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Dear young friends,

I greet all of you with great joy and affection.  I am sure that 
many of you returned from World Youth Day in Madrid all the 
more “planted and built up in Jesus Christ, firm in the faith” (cf. 
Col 2:7).  This year in our Dioceses we celebrated the joy of 
being Christians, taking as our theme: “Rejoice in the Lord 
always” (Phil 4:4).  And now we are preparing for the next 
World Youth Day, which will take place in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 
in July 2013.

Before all else, I invite you once more to take part in this 
important event.  The celebrated statue of Christ the Redeemer 
overlooking that beautiful Brazilian city will be an eloquent 
symbol for us.  Christ’s open arms are a sign of his willingness 
to embrace all those who come to him, and his heart 
represents his immense love for everyone and for each of you.  
Let yourselves be drawn to Christ!  Experience this encounter 
along with all the other young people who will converge on Rio 
for the next World Youth Day!  Accept Christ’s love and you will 
be the witnesses so needed by our world.

To continue reading, click on this link: Message for WYD2013

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/messages/youth/documents/hf_ben-xvi_mes_20121018_youth_en.html
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Pope Benedict XVI has announced that Rio de 
Janeiro in Brazil will host the World Youth Day 
(WYD) 2013.

The Holy Father's announcement during the 
WYD2011 in Madrid, Spain was celebrated by 
pilgrims waving the Brazilian flag.

“I am pleased now to announce that the next 
World Youth Day will be held in 2013, in Rio de 
Janeiro. Even now, let us ask the Lord to assist 
all those who will organize it, and to ease the 
journey there of young people from all over the 
world, so that they will be able to join me in that 
beautiful city of Brazil,” the Holy Father said.



WorldYouthDay
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The Delegation Head of the ECY-Philippines, 
Fr. Conegundo Garganta, and ECY 
Secretariat Staff Ms. Maria Victoria Tacderas, 
went in November 2012 to Brazil to attend 
the preparatory meeting for the World Youth 
Day 2013 convened by the Pontifical Council 
for the Laity and the Rio WYD Organizers. 
Aside from practical matters, reiterated in 
the meeting was the need for a clear 
perspective for the pilgrims on what the 
WYD is — that it is a journey of faith. As 
Stanislaw Cardinal Rylko, President of the 
Pontifical Council for the Laity, said in the 
November meeting, the heads of delegations 
have a great task of helping the young 
deepen their faith in Christ as they go on 
their journey of preparing for the WYD2013.
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1. Jesus enters Jerusalem. The crowd of disciples accompanies him in festive 

mood, their garments are stretched out before him, there is talk of the miracles 

he has accomplished, and loud praises are heard: “Blessed is the King who 

comes in the name of the Lord. Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” (Lk 

19:38).

Crowds, celebrating, praise, blessing, peace: joy fills the air. Jesus has 

awakened great hopes, especially in the hearts of the simple, the humble, the 

poor, the forgotten, those who do not matter in the eyes of the world. He 

understands human sufferings, he has shown the face of God’s mercy, and he 

has bent down to heal body and soul.

This is Jesus. This is his heart which looks to all of us, to our sicknesses, to our 

sins. The love of Jesus is great. And thus he enters Jerusalem, with this love, 
and looks at us. It is a beautiful scene, full of light - the light of the love of 
Jesus, the love of his heart - of joy, of celebration.

At the beginning of Mass, we too repeated it. We waved our palms, our olive 

branches. We too welcomed Jesus; we too expressed our joy at accompanying 

him, at knowing him to be close, present in us and among us as a friend, a 

brother, and also as a King: that is, a shining beacon for our lives. Jesus is God, 
but he lowered himself to walk with us. He is our friend, our brother. He 

illumines our path here. And in this way we have welcomed him today. And here 

the first word that I wish to say to you: joy! Do not be men and women of 
sadness: a Christian can never be sad! Never give way to discouragement! Ours 

is not a joy born of having many possessions, but from having encountered a 

Person: Jesus, in our midst; it is born from knowing that with him we are never 

alone, even at difficult moments, even when our life’s journey comes up against 
problems and obstacles that seem insurmountable, and there are so many of 
them! And in this moment the enemy, the devil, comes, often disguised as an 

angel, and slyly speaks his word to us. Do not listen to him! Let us follow Jesus! 
We accompany, we follow Jesus, but above all we know that he accompanies us 

and carries us on his shoulders. This is our joy, this is the hope that we must 
bring to this world. Please do not let yourselves be robbed of hope! Do not let 
hope be stolen! The hope that Jesus gives us.

2. The second word. Why does Jesus enter Jerusalem? Or better: how does Jesus 

enter Jerusalem? The crowds acclaim him as King. And he does not deny it, he 

does not tell them to be silent (cf. Lk 19:39-40). But what kind of a King is Jesus? 

Let us take a look at him: he is riding on a donkey, he is not accompanied by a 

court, he is not surrounded by an army as a symbol of power. He is received by 

humble people, simple folk who have the sense to see something more in Jesus; 
they have that sense of the faith which says: here is the Saviour. Jesus does not 
enter the Holy City to receive the honours reserved to earthly kings, to the 

powerful, to rulers; he enters to be scourged, insulted and abused, as Isaiah 

foretold in the First Reading (cf. Is 50:6). He enters to receive a crown of thorns, a 

staff, a purple robe: his kingship becomes an object of derision.

Pope FrancisHomily of

on Palm Sunday 2013
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He enters to climb Calvary, carrying his burden of wood. And this brings us to the 

second word: Cross. Jesus enters Jerusalem in order to die on the Cross. And it is 

precisely here that his kingship shines forth in godly fashion: his royal throne is 

the wood of the Cross! It reminds me of what Benedict XVI said to the Cardinals: 
you are princes, but of a king crucified. That is the throne of Jesus. Jesus takes it 
upon himself… Why the Cross? Because Jesus takes upon himself the evil, the 

filth, the sin of the world, including the sin of all of us, and he cleanses it, he 

cleanses it with his blood, with the mercy and the love of God. Let us look around: 
how many wounds are inflicted upon humanity by evil! Wars, violence, economic 

conflicts that hit the weakest, greed for money that you can’t take with you and 

have to leave. When we were small, our grandmother used to say: a shroud has no 

pocket. Love of power, corruption, divisions, crimes against human life and 

against creation! And – as each one of us knows and is aware - our personal sins: 
our failures in love and respect towards God, towards our neighbour and towards 

the whole of creation. Jesus on the Cross feels the whole weight of the evil, and 

with the force of God’s love he conquers it, he defeats it with his resurrection. 

This is the good that Jesus does for us on the throne of the Cross. Christ’s Cross 

embraced with love never leads to sadness, but to joy, to the joy of having been 

saved and of doing a little of what he did on the day of his death.

3. Today in this Square, there are many young people: for twenty-eight years 

Palm Sunday has been World Youth Day! This is our third word: youth! Dear 

young people, I saw you in the procession as you were coming in; I think of you 

celebrating around Jesus, waving your olive branches. I think of you crying out his 

name and expressing your joy at being with him! You have an important part in 

the celebration of faith! You bring us the joy of faith and you tell us that we must 
live the faith with a young heart, always: a young heart, even at the age of seventy 

or eighty. Dear young people! With Christ, the heart never grows old! Yet all of us, 
all of you know very well that the King whom we follow and who accompanies us 

is very special: he is a King who loves even to the Cross and who teaches us to 

serve and to love. And you are not ashamed of his Cross! On the contrary, you 

embrace it, because you have understood that it is in giving ourselves, in giving 

ourselves, in emerging from ourselves that we have true joy and that, with his 

love, God conquered evil. You carry the pilgrim Cross through all the Continents, 
along the highways of the world! You carry it in response to Jesus’ call: “Go, make 

disciples of all nations” (Mt 28:19), which is the theme of World Youth Day this 

year. You carry it so as to tell everyone that on the Cross Jesus knocked down the 

wall of enmity that divides people and nations, and he brought reconciliation and 

peace. Dear friends, I too am setting out on a journey with you, starting today, in 

the footsteps of Blessed John Paul II and Benedict XVI. We are already close to the 

next stage of this great pilgrimage of the Cross. I look forward joyfully to next 
July in Rio de Janeiro! I will see you in that great city in Brazil! Prepare well – 

prepare spiritually above all – in your communities, so that our gathering in Rio 

may be a sign of faith for the whole world. Young people must say to the world: to 

follow Christ is good; to go with Christ is good; the message of Christ is good; 
emerging from ourselves, to the ends of the earth and of existence, to take Jesus 

there, is good! Three points, then: joy, Cross, young people.

Let us ask the intercession of the Virgin Mary. She teaches us the joy of meeting 

Christ, the love with which we must look to the foot of the Cross, the enthusiasm 

of the young heart with which we must follow him during this Holy Week and 

throughout our lives. May it be so. 13
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Responding to the call
Pilgrims' Stories

The World Youth Day is ‘kairos', a special time of 
blessing and grace.  It is an important event. especially 

to the young people, who in the hundreds of thousands 

gather together from all over the world in one place.  

They come together to celebrate their youthfully their 
Christian faith with joy.  A handful of young people 

showing how they love their Catholic faith seriously 

heeded the call and made sacrifices this wonderful 
journey entails.

14

This is a time to sur
render 

everything to Him and
 to let His will 

be done. Through this 
WYD, I know 

that I will find peace, 
a peace that 

can only be reached if
 we are with 

God, if we are one w
ith Him.

 ~ Zen Gutierrez
 Youth for Christ Su

b-Group

I am going to WYD even if I will be 
encountering sacrifices during the 
event… the exposure to various 
young people from all over the world 
will help me attain reverence in all 
spiritual activities that I wil l 
encounter.
 ~ Samantha Ramos
 Assumption Sub-Group
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Challenges faced during the 
preparation period

15

I prepared myself to face the challenges and sacrifices in order to have this fruitful and memorable journey,  I answered the call because I believe that this event will inspire me to serve more. ~ Milleth Kasilag
 AYC Lipa Sub-Group

It's all “P.O.P.E.”: Part Of the 

Pilgrimage Experience

Fund-raising, physical and 

spiritual preparations, a 

wide range of emotions: 
curiosity, awe, 

determination, sadness, joy, 
and hope.  These are some 

of the challenges pilgrims 

faced en route to the World 

Youth Day. 

Without any income, God gave me people 
who took care of fees that I have to settle.  My organization sponsored my plane tickets.  Perhaps the little sacrifice asked from me is 
to leave my work, but of course, the 
great experience of WYD is 
incomparable to that little sacrifice.
 ~ Karl Michael Hila
 ECY Pilgrims 2 Sub-Group

There will be crossr
oads and dead-

ends, but with full
 provisions, there 

is nothing to worry
.  I am confident 

that I will reach my 
finish line 

with my big God.

 ~ Arnold Apdua
 MOPCY Sub-Group
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Belonging to a community: Sub-Group
Pilgrims' Stories

16

We are a group of passionate Catholic girls who all signed up for this experience.  We were eventually screened and chosen as delegates to represent our school.  We belong to a larger group called ECY-Philippines.
In our Sub-Group, we prepared ourselves for the journey in all aspects - social,, physical, mental and spiritual…  We were given basic Portuguese phrases to study.  We also reflected on the message of Pope Benedict XVI for this WYD.

 ~ Katya Lichauco
 Assumption Sub-Group

Our mother communit
y, Couples for Christ

 Foundation for 

Family and Life decide
d to open the WYD application 

to as many intereste
d members as possib

le.  

We were blessed to hav
e come up with two 

sub-groups 

under ECY-Philippines
.  We had our assembly la

st 12 June 

2013 where we talke
d about the basic thi

ngs we have to 

know about Brazil an
d practical reminders 

to help us 

participate in the WYD.
 ~ Raine Eguico

 CFC-Youth for Family and
 Life Sub-Group
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ECY-Philippines Preparations

Leaders and Assistant Leaders of the various sub-groups joining the 

World Youth Day 2013 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil through the ECY-
Philippines delegation convened for a meeting as part of the 

preparations for the event.

Present were those of the following sub-groups: Archdiocese of Lipa; 
Dioceses of Antipolo, Dumaguete, Malolos, Parañaque and Butuan; 
Military Ordinariate; YouthPinoy!; Kadang Dominiko; Assumption 

College; CFC-Youth for Christ; and CFC-Youth for Family and Life.

The focal point in the meeting were the updates from the organizers 

relayed by the Delegation Head of the ECY-Philippines, Fr. Conegundo 

Garganta, and ECY Secretariat staff Maria Victoria Tacderas, who went 
in November 2012 to Brazil to attend the preparatory meeting for the 

World Youth Day 2013 convened by the Pontifical Council for the Laity 

and the Rio WYD Organizers.  The preparations needed both as sub-
groups and as a Philippine delegation to the WYD were also conveyed. 

Orientation 

17
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ECY-Philippines PReparations

Preparation by Sub-Groups

We had our Sub-Group assembly 
wherein most of the materials that we 
used were provided for us by the ECY. 
We are preparing for it not only on 
the practical aspect, but most 
importantly on the spiritual 
aspect, as a group and as individuals.
 ~ Jermer Cruz
 CFC-Singles for Family and Life
Sub-Group

In the ECY-Philippines delegation, the World Youth Day experience 

begins in the smallest unit we call “Sub-Group”.  A sub-group, 
usually composed of pilgrims coming from the same diocese, 

organization, parish, school and the like, undertakes preparatory 

activities and formation programs to create and nurture the “good 

soil” where the seeds of faith may be planted anew and thrive.  Some 

examples are group reading of the Message of the Holy Father on 

the WYD and Gospel sharing on the WYD theme, as well as practical 
preparations such as fund-raising activities, learning Portuguese 

and interesting facts about Rio de Janeiro and Brazil.

18

In preparation for the pilgrimage, our 

Sub-Group was able to have a 

bonding and socialization activity… 
It wasn’t difficult for us to be with the 

group since most of us have known each 

other for so many years. As we are 

assisted by the ECY-Philippines, our main 

group, we know that we will be on the 

right track and they will always guide us 

in our journey to WYD Rio. 

 ~ Milleth
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We prepared ourselves through a series of 
sessions for sharing important 
information about Brazil, its people 
and nature.  Most importantly, we prepare 
ourselves by praying and group sharing on 
the Word of God.
 ~ Jonathan Florino
 MOPCY Sub-Group

The excitement builds up as I started attending 
formations with my co-pilgrims.  I am very happy 
because I will be travelling with more young people this 
time as compared to the last.  We started reflecting on 
the message of Pope Benedict XVI for this WYD, studied 
basic Portuguese words, had vaccination together, shared 
on our expectations and purposes in attending this 

beautiful gathering, prayed together, got to know 
each other more and started building friendship.
 ~ Karl 

19
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ECY-Philippines PReparations

Preparatory Session
Joy Center, Don Bosco Technical Institute, Makati City

“Cristo, nos convida, venham meus amigos…”  One can really 

see in their moves how the pilgrims enjoyed the dance steps 

of the WYD2013 Theme Song, especially at that part where 

they make gestures of friendship with one another.

The WYD2013 pilgrims of the ECY-Philippines gathered for 
their Delegation Preparatory Session last 06-07 July 2013, in 
the Don Bosco Technical Institute, Makati City.  This 

encounter formed part of the final stage of preparation before 

departure for Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, for the WYD2013.

The encounter became a meaningful moment of grounding 

one’s self on the theme and spirit of the WYD.  Through a 

program facilitated by the Delegation Secretaroiat, the 

pilgrims had the chance to share their personal journey of 
faith, acknowledging the people and experiences which 

brought them to a personal encounter with Christ.
20
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The excitement grew as the pilgrims got to know the new Successor 

of Peter, Pope Francis, through trivia questions and a multimedia 

presentation prepared by the ECY Youth Ministers Sub-Group. 

This session made a significant impact on the pilgrims.  They were 

moved by the example shown by Pope Francis, how he made 

extraordinary things in the early months of his papacy which pushed 

us Catholics to go back to what is basic and essential in living our 

faith – to become Christ to one another, humble and self-giving, 
especially to the poorest among us.  This is the mission that our dear 

Holy Father urgently calls us to do.

The pilgrims also surfaced the reasons they have for joining the WYD, 
and they were led to reflect on these reasons in the light of the 

elements of the WYD according to Pope Benedict XVI.  These elements 

helped them understand all the more the beautiful rationale why the 

Church gathers the young for the WYD: to provide them with a strong 

experience of the Church’s universality, to be reconciled with the 

Lord and be affirmed by His love.

Another significant part of the Delegation Preparatory Session was 

the orientation given to the pilgrims about the event.  This provided 

them important information they needed to know about the ECY-
Philippines Delegation, such as the general WYD program, relevant 
inputs from the Rio organizers, and other practical tips useful for 

them as they make their final preparations for the WYD.

21
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Flight to Rio de Janeiro

22

Today, as we slowly approach Rio, I feel a significant change in me.  My inhibitions are starting to vanish and I feel refreshed – ready to take on whatever comes my way.  I feel strong, independent, but most of all, extremely grateful.  How blessed am I to be a part of such a historic event!  I am overjoyed that all these realizations are starting to circulate, making this journey (which has just begun), all the more fruitful.  I continue to keep in mind that this is not a vacation, but a vocation.  I am looking forward to whatever it is God has called me to do and be.   ~ Katya 

Just a few more 
hours to go and w

e’ll be reaching Rio
 de Janeiro, 

Brazil.  Praise God
 for these experie

nces: for having m
y first 

international trave
l, for meeting new

 friends, and for p
reparing myself 

more to witness G
od’s abundant love

.

Having my prayer 
time while here on

 the plane, God affi
rms 

me of several thin
gs.  He allows me 

to see His wonder
ful creation – bot

h 

people and nature
.  I can really feel

 how great He is 
and how He loves 

me so much to be
 where I am plann

ed to be.  Truly t
his is God’s 

faithfulness: that 
from the moment 

I said yes to Him, 
He never failed to 

show me His love 
and faithfulness t

hrough different c
ircumstances.  I 

am still in awe.

 ~ Zen 
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Semana Missionaria
One hundred seventy three (173) pilgrims from the ECY – 

Philippines, the official WYD delegation of the country, 
participated in the “Semana Missionaria” (Missionary Week) in four 

different parishes in the Diocese of Petropolis.

Parish Nossa Senhora Aparecida de Piabetá 

The language division seemed to 
disappear—much like the 
Pentecost—during the Semana 
Missionaria, the pre-WYD 
immersion experience for pilgrims 
all around Brazil, in the different 
dioceses.

The pilgrims have different 
languages, culture—in fact, lots of 
differences!  However,  was it not 
like that during Pentecost? The 
pilgrims were able to communicate 
to each other because of the 
power of the Holy Spirit, promised 
by Jesus.

24
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Parish São Sebastião de Piabetá 

It was indeed a great missionary week in 

the Diocese of Petropolis, especially in 

our host parish, the Sao Sebastiao Parish 

in Piabeta.  This shows that God is 

really at work and He never stops 

working.  Even if we have different 
cultures, we are one family, we are 

united and we are one, holy, catholic and 

apostolic Church.
 ~ Archie Chedrick Z. Batu
 DAYCA Sub-Group

In a short time, I felt that the host 
families and the pilgrims had established 
bonds of friendship and love that would 
last a lifetime.  I would like to say 
thank you to the parishioners 
who put so much work, time and 
energy into a well-organized and very 
warm Missionary Week.

 ~ Mary Whilssy Candelaria
 ECY-Philippines 2

 Group Assistant Head
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Parish Nossa Senhora da Guia de Pacobaíba

26

The Missionary Week has been very
 significant for m

e in my WYD experience be
cause of the 

hospitality of peo
ple in Maúa, the 

love and care of 
my host family, a

nd the friendship 
that was 

built by faith and
 by the grace of 

God.  There are lo
ts of happenings

 that I can say a
nd I can 

share because of
 the Missionary W

eek, but one of t
he most striking 

experiences for m
e is when 

we were about t
o leave their prov

ince, it’s like a ve
ry dramatic scene

 in a movie.  All 
of the 

people there were
 crying… It really 

broke my heart s
eeing them like th

at and I couldn’t 
stop the 

tears from my ey
es (until now wh

ile I’m doing this s
haring).  Truly no

 one can explain 
why or how 

all the pilgrims of
 the WYD and the peop

le of Maúa becam
e attached to on

e another for jus
t a 

week with all the
 activities that w

e have done in th
e Missionary Week.  But I believ

e that in 

everything that h
appened, the relat

ionship that was 
built and the love

 that 

was shared are b
ut fruits of God

’s grace and unco
nditional love for 

all of 

us.  No one can real
ly understand and

 measure the gra
ce and love of G

od; we just need 
to 

place our faith in
 Him and surrend

er everything to 
Him for us to ex

perience the fulln
ess of His 

unexplainable grac
e and love for all

 of us.  Amen.

 ~ Fyron E. Umal
i

 CFC-Youth for 
Family and Life S

ub-Group
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Parish São Nicolau de Suruí

The Parish of Saint Nicholas of Surui organized community morning and 

evening prayers, daily Mass, visit to the town’s mangrove sanctuary, hike to 

a nearby hill, visit to schools, and house-to-house group prayer.  The 

pilgrims likewise received the brown scapular of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel and 

a medallion of the patron saint of the parish. 27

My experience today is just too wonderful for words.  In the middle of the Missionary Week, we all went to Pau Grande to meet other delegates in our Diocese.  We were the only English-speaking pilgrims, hence, I did not understand a single word in the prayer sessions.  Yet, in the deepest corners of my heart, I felt God’s presence in a very special way. 
 ~ Sabrina Gasgonia
 CFC-Singles for Family and Life Sub-Group
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Among thousands of pilgrims hosted by the Diocese of Petropolis, 
some Filipino WYD pilgrims participated in a distinctly Brazilian 

Marian ceremony held last 20 July 2013 in Pau Grande, Brazil, to honor 

of Our Lady of Aparecida.

Over a hundred pilgrims, which included close to two dozen official 
Philippine delegates, held on to colorful “fitinhas” or ribbons attached 

to an image of Our Lady of Aparecida (meaning, “appear” or 
“apparition”) as it was brought in procession and then 

enthroned onstage before the start of the whole day program for 

pilgrims from Venezuela, Panama, Ecuador, El Salvador, Argentina, 
Costa Rica and the Philippines.

After periods of kneeling in prayer, pilgrims sang and clapped their 

hands, hailing the arrival of Our Lady of Aparecida, the patroness of 
Brazil.  The original image was found by three fishermen who asked 

for the intercession of the Immaculate Conception after a night of 
unsuccessful fishing in Guaratinguetá, a small city in the Paraíba river 

valley in 1717.

Pilgrims cherished this special moment with the Mother of God, who is 

also our Mother, and offered special prayer intentions as they held on 

to the ribbons.

Special Devotion to Our Lady of Aparecida

28



World Youth Day Proper

29

The ECY-Philippines delegation arrived in Rio de Janeiro, and its pilgrims were welcomed 

and hosted by the community of São Francisco Xavier Parish in the Tijuca district.



Experience with the Host Families
After a week of being hosted in foster families in several parishes under 

the Diocese of Petropolis, Filipino pilgrims were once again 

accommodated in homes of hospitable Brazilian families here in the 

WYD2013 host city, Rio de Janeiro.

All of the 178 Filipino delegates under the Episcopal Commission on 

Youth (ECY) were hosted by the Parish of São Francisco Xavier in the 

Tijuca district of Rio de Janeiro.  Filipino pilgrims were grouped by twos or 

more and distributed to different families who earlier signed up as willing 

to house WYD delegates.

Being hosted in foster homes was considered advantageous by many, as 

compared to the “simpler” accommodations provided in gymnasiums, 
schools and other public areas where often, pilgrims will have to sleep on 

the floor and share the shower and toilet with many others.

“We are really blessed this WYD because we are hosted by families and 

won’t have to endure the experience of those who are staying in public 

areas,” said Lea Dasigan, one of the leaders of the four groups under the 

ECY-Philippines delegation.

After arriving in the city, the delegates were picked up by their foster 

parents in groups and brought to their houses.  The following day, and in 

the succeeding days, pilgrims assembled in the morning in the parish for 
breakfast. (with reports from YouthPinoy)
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Catechesis Animation

The host-parish of the ECY-Philippines delegation, the  Parish of São 

Francisco Xavier in Tijuca, Rio de Janeiro, was also one of the 

catechetical sites for English-speaking pilgrims.  The ECY-Philippines 

facilitated and animated these catechesis sessions.
31



Opening Mass

During the Opening Mass for the World Youth Day, I was deeply struck by Rio de Janeiro Archbishop Orani Joao Tempesta’s words: “Do not be afraid of following Jesus, do not be afraid of being good and do not be afraid of going out of yourselves."  The reality of the world we live in can sometimes be disheartening, but in all circumstances, I have to let the light of Christ illuminate in my life so others may come to discover how awesome God is.  
 ~ Sabrina 

32
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Catechesis

Science and a good education
and technical training are not enough.

People need to be virtuous
or they will use science and technology 

for evil purposes.
~ Seán Patrick Cardinal O’Malley, OFMCap

[Christianity] is a 
way of of life — a 
life that springs 

Christianity is a way of of life.
A life that springs
from our relationship with Jesus. 
Discipleship means you talk with Jesus,
you feel a kind of love,
a very intimate type of relationship.
~ Most Rev. Lawrence Subrata Howlader, CSC

We should be true and good
disciples of Christ.

Contraceptive Christianity will not work 
because Christ is not at the center. 

Acknowledge that Christ is the son of God.
~ George Cardinal Pell

33
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Asian Youth Gathering

34

The Youth Desk of the Federation of Asian Bishops' Conferences (FABC)-Office of Laity and 

Family (OLF) organized the 7th Asian Youth Gathering (AYG7), animated by several Filipino 
pilgrims and attended by the ECY-Philippines.  Selected pilgrims from various Asian 
delegations began the gathering via a fruitful Asian Youth Forum.  The rest of the 

delegations came for the presentations, informal interaction andthe invitation by the 
Koreans to the 6th Asian Youth Day (AYD6), which they will host.

24 July 2013



Eucharistic Adoration

35

The ECY-Philippines was invited to animate 

one hour of Eucharistic Adoration which 
went on at the Imaculada Conceicao Basilica, 
near the Praia de Botafogo.  This took place 
last 26 July 2013, and spearheaded by the 
ECY Pilgrims sub-group.  The Holy Hour, as 

animated and attended by Filipinos, was 

solemnly celebrated using primarily the 
Filipino language.  Pilgrims from other 
countries also came to participate, as the 
service was open to all.

26 July 2013



C
h

r
i

s
t

 
s

e
n

d
s

 
u

s

Welcoming the Pope

36

The Papal Welcome Ceremony is the first meeting between 

the Holy Father and all the WYD pilgrims.  On this day I was 

in the VIP section of the WYD stage; I can see the Pope 

just a few meters away!  I saw millions of crowds in the 

Copacabana beach.  Everything was in place as we awaited 

the arrival of the Pope.  When the Pope arrived, my heart 

jumped for joy when I saw him.  I really felt that God is 

touching my heart through Pope Francis' presence.  
I really don't know why, but I am so happy that I saw and 

touched the Holy Father after the ceremony.

 ~ Archie

25 July 2013



The E
C

Y-P
hilippines W

Y
D

2013 pilgrim
age

37

The day we have all been waiting for has finally arrived!  The only possible 
word I can think of to sum up today’s Opening Ceremony is SURREAL.  You 
could sense the excitement in the air as we all boarded the subway en 
route to the famous Copacabana beach.  Thousands, millions of pilgrims filled 
the stations, happily and passionately chanting “Esta es la juventud del Papa!” 
–  This is the youth of the Pope!  Once we arrived at the venue, I was left 
speechless.  It was so much better than how I pictured it to be.  I was in 
awe just observing and taking it all in.  Despite the freezing cold weather, 
nations proudly waved their countries’ flags high up in the air.  Despite our 
differences, it was obvious we all shared one common thing – our love from 
God.  This is only the beginning of what will be the best time of 
our lives.  So, I will continue chanting, “Esta es la juventud del Papa!” 
 ~ Katya
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Way of the Cross

38

The WYD2013 Way of the Cross was a re-enactment of Jesus' final 
hours.  The pilgrims reflected and meditated on the passion of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, as groups of young people presenting a role or 
situation in the society led the the prayer in every station.

26 July 2013
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Vigil

39

Pope Francis told the crowd of pilgrims during the Saturday night 
prayer vigil that the “campus fidei” (field of faith) can be  found in 

their own hearts, which Christ wishes to till.  This, following the 

change of plans in holding the Vigil and Final Mass in Guaratiba 
where a “Campus Fidei” set-up was made, as it was closed after 

heavy rains made it inaccesible.  The overnight culmination of 
the WYD was held instead at the Copacabana beach, with 

overflow welcomed at nearby Ipanema beach.

27 July 2013
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Closing Mass

40

Pope Francis celebrated the Closing Mass of the WYD2013 in 

Copacabana beach.  Addressing a crowd of over 3 million people, the 

Holy Father said that it was now time to go and pass on the 

experience they had at WYD to others.  Focusing his homily on the 

WYD2013 theme, “Go and make disciples of all nations,” the first 
pope from the Americas, in his usual three-point style, developed 
three themes, which are “Go, Do not be afraid, and Serve.”

28 July 2013
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A pilgrim from Chiro Pilipinas, Rozanne Jamaica Vasallo had to sleep isolated from 

her Sub-Group, stormed the heavens with prayers, and took chances just to be 

near the Holy Father in the concluding ceremonies of the WYD.

Vasallo, wearing a traditional Filipino attire, was with another lucky substitute from 

Pakistan when they were presented to Pope Francis at the end of the Final Mass. 

Pope Francis did not only kiss them in the cheek but also gave them gifts of a 

crucifix necklace and a figurine of the Cristo Redentor, one of Rio de Janeiro’s 
iconic landmarks.  The Filipino delegate said she, in turn, gave Pope Francis a 

compact disc of songs by the Filipino choir Bukas Palad. (with reports from 
YouthPinoy) 41



Simultaneous WYD2013 celebration
around the Philippines

The 28th World Youth Day has been a strong experience of the universality of the 
Church, of faith, communion and mission, and of a living relationship with Christ.

Due to different factors, not all Filipino youth have been able to go to Rio de 
Janeiro.  But thanks to many youth ministry offices which generously and 
courageously exerted effort to organize simultaneous local celebrations of the 
WYD2013, many Filipino youth in various parts of the country were able to 
 experience and imbibe the WYD2013 spirit.

The CBCP-Episcopal Commission on Youth commends all those youth ministry 
offices which organized these local WYD2013 celebrations; we especially affirm 
the following youth ministry offices which reported about their local celebration:

Archdiocese of Cagayan de Oro
   Immaculate Conception Parish Youth Apostolate
   St. John Marie Vianney Youth Apostolate

Archdiocese of Cotabato (Archdiocesan Pastoral Team of Cotabato)

Archdiocese of Jaro (Jaro Archdiocesan Youth Commission)

Archdiocese of Lingayen-Dagupan (Archdiocesan Youth Council) 

Diocese of Bacolod (Diocesan Commission on Youth)

Diocese of Butuan
   St. Michael the Archangel Parish Youth Council
   St. Vincent Ferrer Parish Youth Ministry

Apostolic Vicariate of Tabuk (Commission on Youth)

And the joint efforts of the Regional Youth Coordinating Councils of the National 
Capital Region (10 dioceses), Military Ordinariate and Federation of National 
Youth Organizations
 
Click here to download the Collated Report of the WYD2013 Local Celebrations
 
42

http://cbcp-ecy.ph/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Collated-report-of-local-celebrations-with-pics-3.pdf
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Re-Entry Session
The entire delegation of the ECY-Philippines had a half-day Re-
Entry Session last 28 July 2014 at the Parish of the Holy Spirit. 

The Re-Entry Session, animated by the ECY and the Delegation 

Secretariat, helped the pilgrims in re-integrating themselves 

when they return to their places of origin, this time bearing and 

treasuring their WYD2013 experience and realizations. 

44

This is not goodbye
, Rio.  The memories

, 

laughter and experie
nces will always rem

ain in 

me as I journey bac
k to my home coun

try.  

The past two week
s of my journey in

 Rio 

has borne fruit in 
a lot of blessings.  

The 

learning and teachin
g in every moment 

and 

activity has left a 
mark.  This will be 

forever 

cherished in my hear
t.

 ~ Milleth 

28 July 2013
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When I get back to the Philippines, I will bring with me the experience and share it to others because the WYD in Brazil and my encounter with Pope Francis is an experience meant to be shared. ~ Rozanne Jamaica Vasallo ECY Pilgrims 1 Sub-Group



More WYD Reflections and
Realizations from Pilgrims

I think the biggest importance of 
the WYD is the attention it gives 
to us, youth, the recognition of 
our importance in building our 
Church.  It unites us and it 
strengthens our faith.
 ~ Jonathan 

Personally, the biggest importance of WYD is 
creating missionaries out of the youth in 
their resolve to develop future leaders of the 
Catholic church. The youth from all over the world 
who embark on this journey will return to their 
respective homes with one common goal -- to 
evangelize our peers and create disciples of all 
nations.
 ~ Katya

For me, WYD is an encounter with 
Jesus.  It is an initial proclamation of 
God's love.  Regardless whether one is 
of deep faith or just starting to know 
who Jesus is, definitely WYD is an 
extravagant and wonderful celebration 
of God's love for all the young people 
all over the world.  My life was changed.  
One soul can be closer to Jesus 
Christ through this WYD.
 ~ Jermer

For me, the biggest importance of the WYD is the fact 
that we will gather there as one Catholic Church in 
prayer.  It is like "coming home" to where we all 
belong.  It is an event that gathers believers and 
just go back to the Person who unites us all - 
this person is no other than Jesus Christ whose life 
has inspired millions of people through the centuries.
 ~ Raine

46



Truly, I have felt Jesus journeying 
with us, planting tremendous joy 
in my heart and memory that no 
earthly treasures, power or fame 
can even give.  Indeed, as St. Peter 
said, “It is good to be here!”  
Thank you, Lord, for your great 
love!  Not because of us but 
inspite of us, freely given!
 ~ Karl 

One's culture is something to be proud of 
for it makes you distinct and separate 
from other nations, but your Catholic 
faith makes you one with strangers 
in heart and soul with the Lord. 
 ~ Arnold

Be missionaries!  This is our call.  This is what Jesus 
wants us to be in the world.  And I am just so grateful 

that I am here in Rio de Janeiro with young people from 

all over the world to receive this commissioning from 

Jesus and from Pope Francis, the successor of St. 

Peter, himself. 
 ~ Sabrina 

I believe that in everything that happened in WYD, the 
relationship that was built and the love that was shared are 

but fruits of God’s grace and unconditional love 
for all of us.  No one can really understand and measure 
the grace and love of God,  We just need to place our faith 
in Him and surrender everything to Him for us to experience 
the fullness of His unexplainable grace and love for all of us.  
Amen.

 ~ Fyron

Through this WYD, we're able to 
share the joy and faith of 
discipleship.  Like Samuel, Paul 
and Matthew in the readings, we 
are called by God to do His will, 
saying "Here I am Lord."
 ~ Archie 
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Pastoral Implications

GO.  DO NOT BE AFRAID.  SERVE.

The overnight vigil at the WYD2013 celebration in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil was able to gather 
about 3.5 million faithful to celebrate and confirm once more their faith in Jesus, our Savior 
and our friend.  Despite the last minute change of venue from Guaratiba to Copacabana, the 
vast sea and the long stretch of beaches witnessed how the youth of the world, together with 
the locals of Rio de Janeiro, united themselves in prayer, led by the Holy Father, Pope Francis.  
Being the first South American Pope, it is as if it was indeed planned that this historical 
milestone in the journey of the Catholic Church will take place in a South American country.  
Truly, God has His own way of making things fall into right place.

The last two days of the WYD2013 gave a powerful culmination to this huge gathering of young 
people from all over the world.  After all the great, unforgettable moments the pilgrims had 
since the Semana Missionaria up to the WYD week itself; the fun times and even the struggles 
along the way; all these experiences that helped redefine and strengthen the faith of the young 
people - the Holy Father spoke again to the multitude of crowds gathered before him.  He 
spoke to them with love and affirmation, yet with firmness and boldness.  The powerful words 
he gave us serve to instruct and guide us in continuing our journey of faith beyond the WYD.

The Holy Father wrapped-up the WYD2013 experience with these words of encouragement:

“WE ARE THE FIELD OF FAITH!” Pope Francis tells us.  “To be missionary disciples means to 
know that we are the Field of Faith of God...  Let Christ and his word enter your life; let the seed 
of the Word of God enter, let it blossom, and let it grow.  God will take care of everything, but let 
him work in you and bring about this growth.”

The Holy Father led the pilgrims to realize that the Campus Fidei does not anymore pertain to a 
place, but is addressed to the people gathered who live and share the faith!  He now calls each 
and every pilgrim present in Copacabana as the real “Campus Fidei”, the real Field of Faith!  
And to make this field of faith become fully alive, he points us back to the Word of God, the 
Word that gives life and leads us to eternal life.  He invites us all to always go back to Christ, the 
Living Word.  It is through the Scriptures where we come to understand, deepen and be guided 
in our faith in order to live a truly Christian life.  How rooted are we to the Word of God?  Let us 
learn more about our faith by reading and praying with His word; and make His words bear 
fruit in our lives.

“WE ARE CHRIST’S ATHLETES!” Pope Francis added.  “Jesus asks us to follow him for life, he 
asks us to be his disciples, to ‘play on his team’...  Jesus offers us the possibility of a fruitful life, 
a life of happiness; he also offers us a future with him, an endless future, in eternal life.  That is 
what Jesus offers us.  But he asks us to pay admission, and the cost of admission is that we 
train ourselves “to get in shape” so that we can face every situation in life undaunted, bearing 
witness to our faith, by talking with him in prayer.”

48



The Holy Father likened our journey of faith to the training that athletes do to make them fit and 
prepared to get into the game.  He calls us to learn from the dedication and hardwork that 
athletes do for the love of their sport.  If we are indeed serious about living and witnessing to 
our faith, we should also have the same discipline like athletes, in order to win in the game of 
life and receive the reward that Jesus gives us – the gift of eternal life.  And so he reminds us all 
the more to pray, to pray more, to pray harder!  It is our constant, fervent prayer that bring us 
closer to Him and sustain us in our faith despite the many challenges and temptations 
surrounding us.  How much time do we give Jesus each day?  Let us make a commitment to 
spend more quality time with Him in prayer, in adoration, in His sacraments; surely we will 
never depart ourselves from Jesus.

“WE ARE PART OF THE CHURCH!” Pope Francis reminds us.  “We are part of the Church, indeed, 
we are building up the Church and we are making history... Be active members!  Go on the 
offensive!  Play down the field, build a better world, a world of brothers and sisters, a world of 
justice, of love, of peace, of fraternity, of solidarity...  Jesus is asking us to build up his Church...  
Don’t build a little chapel which holds only a small group of persons.  Jesus asks us to make his 
living Church so large that it can hold all of humanity, that it can be a home for everyone!  To 
me, to you, to each of us he says: “Go and make disciples of all nations”.

In this world today which seem to have neglected the presence of God, the Holy Father appeals 
to us to rebuild the Church!  Let us take active part in this mission.  We should not be contented 
that we are doing well in our personal journey of faith.  For our faith is not meant to be lived 
alone; it is meant to be shared, it is meant to be proclaimed!  It is even a growing challenge for 
us Filipinos these days, as we face issues that call for justice and integrity in our government as 
well as the struggles of our fellow brothers and sisters who have been greatly affected by wars 
and calamities.  Not to mention also our own difficulties in our daily life.  All these seem too 
much for us to bear.  But Pope Francis echoed the words of Jesus: “Go and make disciples of all 
nations”.

In what way can we be become true disciples of Jesus?  How can I proclaim His message of 
hope in the midst of all the challenges surrounding us?

Let us allow the faith that we have come to know and embrace to be clearly seen in the way we 
live our lives.  Let our lives speak of FAITH, HOPE and LOVE.  Pope Francis beautifully said 
these: “Put on FAITH… Put on HOPE… Put on LOVE… Put on CHRIST!”  Striving to live these 
virtues transforms us to become more and more like Christ.

Indeed, this is the mission that we are called to do: to faithfully mirror the image of Christ today.  

49

GO, faith-filled missionaries…

DO NOT BE AFRAID
to become Christ’s athletes…

SERVE and build His Church!

SEJAM MISSIONARIOS! 
BE MISSIONARIES!
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Compilation of Messages and Homilies of 
Pope Francis during the WYD 2013

Meeting with journalists during the flight to Brazil (22 July 
2013) 

Welcome Ceremony at the Garden of Guanabara Palace (Rio 
de Janeiro, 22 July 2013) (Video)

Holy Mass in the Basilica of the Shrine of Our Lady of the 
Conception (Aparecida, 24 July 2013) (Video)

Impromptu address of Pope Francis from the balcony of the 
Basilica of the Shrine of Our Lady of Aparecida after the 
celebration of Holy Mass (24 July 2013) (Video)

Visit to the St. Francis of Assisi of the Providence of God 
Hospital - V.O.T. (Rio de Janeiro, 24 July 2013) (Video)

Greeting to the young people from Italy at the conclusion of 
the visit to the St. Francis of Assisi of the Providence of 
God Hospital - V.O.T. (Rio de Janeiro, 24 July 2013) 
(Video)

Blessing of the olympic flags at the City Palace of Rio de 
Janeiro (25 July 2013) (Video)

Visit to the Community of Varginha [Manguinhos] (Rio de 
Janeiro, 25 July 2013) (Video)

Meeting with the youth from Argentina gathered in the 
Cathedral of San Sebastián (25 July 2013) (Video)

Welcoming Ceremony by the young people on the waterfront 
of Copacabana (Rio de Janeiro, 25 July 2013) (Video)

Recital of the Angelus Domini from the central balcony of the 
Archbishopric of St. Joaquin (Rio de Janeiro, 26 July 
2013) (Video) 
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Way of the Cross with the young people on the waterfront of 
Copacabana (Rio de Janeiro, 26 July 2013) (Video)

Holy Mass with the Bishops of the 28th WYD and with 
Priests, Religious and Seminarians in the Cathedral of St 
Sebastian (Rio de Janeiro, 27 July 2013) (Video) 

Meeting with the Brazil's leaders gathered at the Municipal 
Theatre (Rio de Janeiro, 27 July 2013) (Video)

Meeting with the Bishops of Brazil in the Archbishop's House 
of Rio de Janeiro (27 July 2013) 

Interview with Pope Francis for the radio of the Archdiocese 
of Rio ("Radio Catedral" Studios - Rio de Janeiro, 27 July 
2013) 

Prayer Vigil with the young people (Rio de Janeiro, 27 July 
2013) (Video) 

Holy Mass for the 28th World Youth Day (Rio de Janeiro, 28 
July 2013) (Video)

Recital of the Angelus Domini (Rio de Janeiro, 28 July 2013) 
(Video) 

Meeting with the Coordinating Committee of CELAM at the 
Sumaré Study Center (Rio de Janeiro, 28 July 2013) 

Meeting with the Volunteers of the 28th WYD at the Pavillon 
5 of the Rio Center (Rio de Janeiro, 28 July 2013) (Video)

Farewell Ceremony at the Galeão/Antonio Carlos Jobim 
International Airport (Rio de Janeiro, 28 July 2013) 
(Video)

Press Conference of the Holy Father during the return flight 
(28 July 2013)
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Esperança do Amanhecer 
Hope of the dawn

Official Hymn

Under the shadow, marked forever 
With the sign of The Redeemer

On the hilltop, Corcovado
The whole world is filled with His love

Chorus

Christ invites us:
Come to me, be my friends 

Christ, He sends us
“Be missionaries!”

Can you see it, it is springtime 
We have the hope of a dawn 

Can you hear Him, He is calling
 Receive His gift of faith

Can you imagine, if every nation
Every tribe and tongue, this generation 

Saying no to war, no to hatred
Love, peace and goodness reigns.

(Chorus)

From the East to the West
Our house is open, has no door

our land has no fences,
There are no limits to our love

We are scattered through the world 
But we all keep the very same zeal 

It’s your grace that sustains us
And keeps us faithful to you

(Chorus)

We hear you, as you say
“Go make disciples, of all nations

A new people, in unity
Bring their hearts to me
Proclaiming your gospel

Lives are changed, we’re not the same 
A new creation, the old has gone
We know a new world will come

Sou marcado desde sempre 
com o sinal do Redentor, 

que sobre o monte, o Corcovado, 
abraça o mundo com Seu amor. 

(Refrão) 

Cristo nos convida: 
"Venham, meus amigos!" 

Cristo nos envia: 
"Sejam missionários!" 

Juventude, primavera: 
esperança do amanhecer; 

quem escuta este chamado 
acolhe o dom de crer! 

Quem nos dera fosse a terra, 
fosse o mundo todo assim! 
Não à guerra, fora o ódio, 

Só o bem e paz a não ter fim. 

(Refrão) 

Do nascente ao poente, 
nossa casa não tem porta, 
nossa terra não tem cerca, 
nem limites o nosso amor! 
Espalhados pelo mundo, 

conservamos o mesmo ardor. 
É Tua graça que nos sustenta 

nos mantém fiéis a Ti, Senhor! 

(Refrão) 

Atendendo ao Teu chamado: 
"Vão e façam, entre as nações, 
um povo novo, em unidade, 
para mim seus corações!" 
Anunciar Teu Evangelho 

a toda gente é transformar 
o velho homem em novo homem 
em mundo novo que vai chegar.
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