
Regional and Asian 

perspective. Fondacio in  

Asia has crossed thirty years 

of existence, a lifetime for an 

individual, a moment in the 

history of the Church.    

No journey is without its 

challenges. For us, 

discipleship has been marked 

by many human frailties, 

Drawing Our Inspiration from Our Pope 

The Yolanda Typhoon Relief Aid efforts marked the close of 2013   

failures, shortfalls. Yet what 

persevered was that 

determination to follow Jesus, 

to love the Church, and serve 

our brothers and sisters in 

Asia.  

Many of the persons who 

have been through 

Fondacio’s evangelisation 

and formation programs have 

gone on to commit and serve 

in parishes, places of work, 

and through NGOs.  

The truth is, in all that we 

have been engaged with and 

will be involved in, it is not 

about us.        Cont. pp. 2 
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“…. a missionary impulse capable of 

transforming everything, so that the 

Church’s customs, ways of doing things, 

times and schedules, language and 

structures can be channeled for the 

evangelization of today’s world rather than 

for her self-preservation.”    - Pope Francis 

News UPDATES 2013 –

2014 captures the 

significant moments of our 

journey in Word, Witness 

and Worship in 2013 and 

presents a glimpse of on-

going commitments in store 

in this new Year 2014. 

Sharing the Gospel, 

formation of lay leaders and 

working with the poor 

remains the way forward for 

Fondacio Asia. 

In 2013 we have persevered 

in the wake of various 

challenges; and our acting 

in faith has borne fruits.  

The seeds that were sown 

and the emerging missions 

are changing our ways of 

being community and doing 

mission, drawing us into the 

Medical & Emergency Food & Shelter Animation 



It is even beyond Fondacio. 

It is about awakening and 

equipping laity for mission 

in the 21st century. It is a 

response to that call of 

Vatican II. 

As such, it demands an 

involvement which will 

require enmeshing ourselves 

further in the inter-ethnic, 

inter-cultural, inter-

religious, social-political-

economic dimensions of this 

world.  

Undeniably a new phase is 

unfolding. We have to work 

as a movement with others, 

for others, going beyond 

ourselves and towards the 

young, the poor, the 

families. Pope Francis has 

been inviting the whole 

Church to go out of itself 

and to serve with 

professionalism, 

commitment and holiness.  

In this regard, we need 

collaborators, volunteers, 

fund-raisers, and formators 

to respond to the mission 

needs locally and in the 

region.  

As we devolve to remain 

relevant for the times, our 

strength wells from Luke 5:4 

- “Put out into the deep 

water and let down your nets 

for a catch.”  
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Drawing Our Inspiration from Our Papal Father 

HIGHLIGHTS: Fondacio Asia in the Region 

the theme “Return 

to God’s Love” and 

was facilitated by 

Fondacio members 

and IFFAsia alumni. 

The  local parish 

priest and lay 

ministry were 

pleased with 

participation and 

Retreat Weekend 

in Beijing:  Forty-six  

working youths in Beijing 

took part for the very first 

time in their lives in a 

weekend experience of 

God’s love.  

The two-day session from 

10 - 11 August, 2013, with “Return to God’s Love” experiential weekend session in Beijing 

involved in the Youth 

Leader’s Camp II at Holy 

Trinity parish, Tawau, 

Sabah.  

In Sarawak a 3-day Youth 

Camp themed “Servant 

Leadership In Me” was held 

at St Peter's And Paul's 

Parish, Mukah. 

IFF Asia 

Graduates 

animate in Sabah 

and Sarawak: In 

the Diocese of Sandakan, 

IFFA graduates together 

with  Patrick Sta Maria of 

Fondacio Malaysia were 

Fondacio Asia                      

Coordination Team 

Sarawakians experience Morning Prayer 
in the open, embracing nature. 



In 2013 IFFAsia had 

registered its Batch 7 group 

of 20 students to pursue the 

Leadership Formation 

Program in Philippines. 

Parishes from Malaysia, 

Thailand, Vietnam, China, 

Philippines, Myanmar, 

Cambodia and Mongolia sent 

their young adults to be 

trained and equipped with 

Christian Leadership 

knowledge and capacity.  

Meanwhile, the MoU signed 

with Xavier University now 

enables the young 

potential leaders in 

Asia to pursue 

Certificate, Diploma 

and Master level 

education in 

Leadership 

Formation. 

Christian Leadership through Higher Education 

Youth 

Leadership 

program in 

Myanmar:  
Fondacio Myanmar has 

been actively engaged in 

the ongoing national 

youth leadership program 

for young adults from 

various dioceses in the 

country. They have also 

been organizing monthly 

CLUB (Community 

Leaders for Unity 

Building) interfaith 

activities together with 

young adults of various 

religions. Presented here 

is a picture gallery of 

animation in Myanmar. 
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YLP  launching Mass  

on 24th August 

A Stage Performance             

Creativity Workshop 

Spiritual Retreat ‘Solitude’ 

Painting Creativity 

Livelihood Skills Training: 

Floral Arrangement 

Interfaith Understanding: A 

visit to a local mosque 

The CLUB logo and its Members (below) 

Signing of MoA  (From L-R, Front 

Row: Ignacio Rosellot-Fondacio 

President, Charles Bertille- Asian 

Coordinator, Fr Roberto Yap – XU 

President, Dr Dawang – Dean of 

School of Arts & Sciences. Back Row: 

Dr Sealsza—Dean of Graduate 

School;  Alice Tan – Acting IFFAsia 

Launching of new 

school year 2013 

with Bishop 

Chairman, Joel 

Baylon 

HIGHLIGHTS: Fondacio Asia in the Region 



A Think-tank 

approach inspired 

through the Holy 

Spirit to set new 

challenges and 

benchmarks emerged 

from Bago, Myanmar 

(4 – 8 November, 

2013). 29 Delegates 

from China, Laos, 

Vietnam, 

Malaysia, the 

Philippines, Myanmar 

and the United Kingdom 

convened in Word, 

Worship and Witness for 

their 5-day Regional 

Project Meeting. The need 

to devolve was felt and 

shared. This ‘Rethinking’ 

of our missions through 

projects in the region and 

to see how best we can 

DEVOLVE to a higher 

gear presented here will 

form Fondacio Asia’s 

deliverables for 2014:. 

with the devolvement 

initiatives that will be our 

focus at Fondacio Asia, the 

expertise of professionals 

will be enlisted to help 

train our people on the 

ground.  

A series of Communication 

workshops and coaching in 

Management practice  

The need for enhanced 

communication 

effectiveness and 

managerial skills 

competency cannot be 

dismissed for our alumni 

and volunteers engaged in 

evangelization and 

animation mission. In line 

Re-engineering at Work  

Training in Communication & Management 

Leadership Formation Camp in February 

priests and religious, and 

accompanied by Fondacio 

Leadership Team, the 

Eagle’s Eye aims to 

galvanize  a talent of young 

leaders to play significant 

and supporting roles in 

their local parishes.  

The camp will be held at 

Janda Baik in the State of 

Pahang, West Malaysia 

which offers team building 

facilities amidst rolling 

hills and a green 

environment. 

The program focuses on 

the four dimensions of 

Christian Formation 

namely, the Spiritual, 

Christian Fellowship, 

Social and Human aspects 

of leadership. 

A major formation camp is 

scheduled for young 

Christian adults in Asia 

and in particular for those 

from Malaysia, Vietnam, 

China, Myanmar, Laos, 

Cambodia and Singapore.  

Incorporating a blended 

pedagogy and experiential 

learning environment 

offered by professionals, 
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Eagle’s Eye                   
Leadership Formation 

Youth Camp 

21—23 FEBRUARY, 2014,   

West Malaysia 

will be organized in the 

months ahead by J. D. 

Lovrenciear from 

Malaysia and Maddy 

from UK, respectively. 

It is hoped that some of 

these training modules 

will also be incorporated 

in the existing programs 

at IFFAsia. 

 

“THE CHURCH IS ALWAYS 

ON A JOURNEY, TO SEARCH 

AGAIN FOR NEW WAYS TO 

ANNOUNCE THE GOSPEL. 

THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF 

T H E  L A Y  F A I T H F U L 

REVEALS ITSELF MORE 

E V E R Y  D A Y  T O  B E 

INDISPENSABLE.”  POPE 

F R A N C I S .  C A N / E WT N ; 

HERALD, DEC 15, 2014 



IFF Asia, the wellspring 

Institute of Formation for 

Fondacio Asia, remains 

anchored on raising its 

Mission role in Asia. The 

structured programs have 

seen more than 100 Asian 

Christians graduate over 

the past seven Years. 2013 

alone saw 17 graduates 

walk through the corridors 

of IFF Asia as they 

returned to serve their 

respective parishes.  

We present some of the 

numerous testimonies of 

Evangelization, Formation 

and Development that was 

realized in the many Asian 

countries through our 

graduates of IFF Asia :  

 Field internship project 

in Cambodia for “Youth 

Initiative for Peace” from 

5th – 24th October 2013., 

focused on the 

challenges of migration, 

human rights, and post-

civil war rebuilding 

process and its impact on 

families, local 

communities and how 

they are responding. 

 Sending our graduates 

and students to co-

participate in Initiatives 

of Change (IofC) - a  

world-wide movement of 

people of diverse 

cultures and back-

grounds, who are 

committed to the 

transformation of society 

through changes in 

human motives and 

behavior, starting with 

their own, in the areas of 

trust – building, ethical 

leadership and 

sustainable living.  

 Involving in the One 

Body Village (OBV) - an 

Organization that 

combats human sex 

trafficking in developing 

countries; provide at-risk 

children and survivors 

with shelter, medical and 

behavioral health care, 

educational assistance, 

and vocational training to 

improve their future. 

 Workshop on Interfaith 

Dialogue and Peace 

Building in the Alliance  

families devastated. Praise to 

the Lord and thanks to our 

donors for supporting us 

financially in our Christian 

Mission work; and, our 

volunteers who selflessly 

spent time and effort to be 

with the people bringing 

comfort and hope in this time 

of misery and loss.  

The global response to 

Fondacio’s International 

Council appeal for help enabled 

the Team on the ground to fulfil 

our Vision and Mission goals in 

the wake of a tragedy that left 

hundreds of thousands of 

IFFAsia’s Graduates in Asia  

Fondacio Relief Aid Work in Philippines 

Page 
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Participants of Interfaith 

Workshop in Cambodia with 

Bishop Enriquez  

for Conflict 

Transformation (ACT), 

Cambodia to learn and 

appreciate how to develop 

and strengthen the 

mechanisms for peace in 

Cambodia.  

Volunteer counsellor Sienna 

conducting debriefing session 

for teachers 



Fondacio Asia Team: Way Forward 

What’s ON in 2014 in Asia 

become the heirs of our 

history and of the breath of 

Vatican II in which we are 

born in order to discern 

and build our future paths. 

Taking off from our First 

Regional Project Meeting 

in Bago, Myanmar in 

November 2013, it will 

take more than intentions 

as we devolve. It demands 

for a re-commitment to 

Word, Worship and 

Witness as we 

continuously review and 

reflect on the way we will 

fulfill our mission goals.  

We need to keep creating 

opportunities for the lay 

Catholics to step forward 

and help us in our journey 

of working with the poor. 

As Pope Francis urges 

leaders at the World 

Economic Forum in 

Davos,  “to ensure 

humanity is served by 

wealth and not ruled by 

it”, (CNN, January 24, 

2014),  Fondacio Asia’s 

efforts of devolvement is 

also to seek out 

unexplored and 

meaningful areas to 

collaborate with business 

organizations and local 

communities in our 

Mission of Development. 

The Team at Fondacio 

Asia continues to devolve 

in the directions set. 

Our work continues with 

renewed reflection and 

prayer as we chart out the 

many opportunities the 

Lord offers us in our 

Mission of Evangelization, 

Formation and 

Development.  

Taking on from the 

Fondacio Congress  in 

Romania (May, 12 18, 

2013), the Congress’s 

Theme: Fondacio, 40 

years, a path, a promise 

remains our rudder in 

2014. We are called to 

At IFFAsia, the on-

going Academic programs 

will see more 

enhancements to the 

teaching pedagogy as new 

areas of knowledge are 

added. 

Communication module 

for 2014 incorporates 

creative critical thinking in 

expressing thought and 

ideas effectively 

personally and in public; 

the values of different 

aspects of society 

identifying needs through 

social media and 

communication; and using 

social media for social 

change and new 

evangelization. 

INTERFAITH 

DIALOGUE AND 

PEACEBUILDING 

initiatives will continue in 

the region under the 

initiatives of the IFFAsia 

Formation programs. 

FUND RAISING 

through creative 

approaches that relate well 

with local communities 

will be stepped up. It is 

also about going beyond 

mere funds or donation-

seeking. It is to also create 

a playing field for 

individuals and 

communities to be a part 

of Fondacio’s Mission 

work. 

PARTNERING  with 

local and international 

NGOs and Social Change 

communities like 

Initiatives of Change 

(IofC) and  the GK of 

Philippines is encouraged 

in each country. 

LOCAL 

ANIMATION. Our 

Alumni will be involved in 

supporting local parish 

needs in all countries with 

renewed vigor to support 

the Year of Discipleship 

initiatives undertaken by 

priests. 

Next Update: June 2014 
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